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8-3 Seneca Chiefs Petition
Washington for Return of
Their Land, 1790

The Seneca, a part of the Six Narions League of
the Iroquois, had allied wirth the British during the revo-
lutionary war. As part of westward expansion, and also
passibly as retribution, much of their land was taken
after the war. The following letter, by three Seneca
chiefs; Big Tree, Corn-Planter, and Half-Town,
implores the great father, George Washington, 1o return
their land to them.

SOURCE: Samuel Gardner Drake, Biography and History of the Indiuns of
North America (Boston: O.L. Perkins. 1434},

Letter to President Washington, 1790
Big Tree, Cornplanter, and Half-Town (Seneca)

Father: The voice of the Seneca nations speaks to you,
the great counselior, in whose heart the wise men of all
the thirteen fires |13 U.S.] have placed their wisdom. It
may be very small in your ears, and we, therefore,
entreatl you to hearken with attention; for we are able to
speak of things which are to us very great.

When your army entered the country of the Six
Nations, we called you the rown destroyer; to this day,
when your name is heard, our women look behind them
and turn pale, and our children cling close to the necks
of their mothers.

When our chiefs returned from Fort Stanwix, and
laid before our council what had been done there, our
nation was surprised to hear how great a country you
had compeliled them to give up to you, without your
paying to us any thing for it. Every one said, that your
hearts were yet swelled with resentment against us for
what had happened during the war, but that one day
you would consider it with more kindness. We asked
each other, Whar have we done to deserve such severe
chastisement?

Farher: when you kindled your 13 fires separately,
the wise men assembiled at them told us that you were all
brothers; the children of one great father, who regarded
the red people as his children. They called us brothers,
and invited us to his protection. They told us that he
resided beyond the great water where the sun first rises;
and that he was a king whose power no people could
resist, and that his goodness was as bright as the sun.
What they said went to our hearts. We accepted the invi-
tation, and promised to obey him. What the Seneca

nation promises, they faithfully perform. When you
refused obedience to that king, he commanded us to
assist his beloved men in making you sober. In obeying
him, we did no more than yourselves had led us to
promise. We were deceived; but your people teaching us
to confide in that king, had helped to deceive us; and we
now appeal to your breast. is alf the blame ours?

Futher: when we saw that we had been deceived,
and heard the invitation which you gave us to draw near
to the fire you had kindled, and talk with you concerning
peace, we made haste towards it. You told us you could
crush us to nothing; and you demanded from us a great
country, as the price of that peace which you had offered
to us: as if our want of strength had destroyed our
rights. Our chiefs had felt your power, and were unable
to contend against you, and they therefore gave up that
country. What they agreed to has bound our nation, but
your anger against us must by this time be cooled, and
although our strength is not increased, nor your power
become less, we ask you to consider calmly-—Were the
terms dictated to us by your commissioners reasonable
and just?. ..

Father: you have said that we were in your hand,
and that by closing it you could crush us to nothing. Are
you determined to crush us? If you are, tell us so; that
those of our nation who have become your children, and
have determined to die so, may know what to do. In this
case, one chief has said, he would ask you to put him out
of his pain. Another, who will not think of dying by the
hand of his father, or his brother, has said he will retire
to the Chataughque, eat of the fatal root, and sleep with
his fathers in peace.

All the land we have been speaking of belonged to
the Six Nations. No part of it ever belonged to the king
of England, and he could not give it to you.

Hear us once more. At Fort Stanwix we agreed (o
deliver up those of our people who should do you any
wrong, and that you might try them and punish them
according to your law. We delivered up two men
accordingly. But instead of trying them according to
your law, the lowest of your people took them from your
magistrate, and put them immediately to death. It is just
to punish the murder with death; but the Senecas will
not deliver up their people to men who disregard the
treaties of their own nation.

1. Whart role did the Seneca play in the revolutionary
war? Why was their land 1aken? How much of it
was taken?

2. What do you think of Big Tree, Corn-Planter, and
Half-Town's Letter? How effective do you think it
was? What does it tell you about the Seneca’s con-
dition following the Revolution?




